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SQUIRREL BABIES 
Sciurus sp. 

It is generally best to leave a wild animal where it was found and trust that 
your intervention is not required. Human interference and involvement often 
causes more harm than good and should be avoided. In most cases, rescue 
is not required.  
 

It is against Alabama state law to keep any native fur-bearing animal (such 
as a squirrel) as a pet.  Just caring for an abandoned baby squirrel counts        
as “keeping it as a pet”, and you could face a fine of up to $500 and/or      
up to three months imprisonment.  Our local wildlife rescue facility, the    Envi-
ronmental Studies Center, takes only injured squirrels not babies. They say, “if 
you find a baby squirrel, the best thing to do is to return it to its mom. Put it in a 
hanging plant basket with holes and put pine straw or grass in the basket to 
make a nest. Hang the basket next to the tree trunk that the baby was found 
under. The mom will climb down the tree trunk in order to retrieve the baby 
and return it to their nest. It is ok if the baby has been touched. Paternal  
instinct is very strong in animals and they do not abandon their babies if there 
is human scent on them. Do not leave the baby on the ground because 
predators and ants can get to the baby.” 
 

Inquiries about baby squirrels should be directed to the Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources office at 251-626-5474.  In Alabama, 
Wildlife Rehabilitators are specifically permitted by the Alabama Department 
of Conservation to care for native mammals with the goal of eventual      
release.  A wildlife rehabilitation permit is required to possess sick, injured, or 
orphaned native wildlife. Nobody is exempt from this requirement. 
 

ANY baby not reclaimed will need to be cared for by a wildlife rehabilitator.  
The following information will be helpful if you need to care for the baby while 
you are searching for a wildlife rehabilitator. 
 

The first steps to caring for an orphan is to warm and rehydrate.  Use an    
artificial heat source (95º) such as a heating pad or light bulb on one side of 
the box (make sure the baby cannot touch the bulb).   Heat only one side so 
the baby can move away from the heat source if it gets too warm.  Very tiny 
babies cannot move away, so use a room thermometer placed next to the 
baby to maintain heat around 95°.  Squirrels should have a heat source until 
they're at least 8 - 9 weeks old.  Baby squirrels that become weak, stop    
eating, or bloat and become constipated are usually too cold.  They should 
feel warm to the touch, or they can't digest their food properly.   
 

Once the baby is warm, check it for injuries.  If it has any injuries, call the   
Environmental Studies Center at 251-221-5000. 
 

Use a rehydration solution to rehydrate the baby for 4 hours (strong baby) to 
24 hours (weak baby) before going to milk formula.  Pedialyte made for   
human babies is a good option and can be found in most grocery stores and 
drug stores.  The unflavored one is best for wildlife.  You can also make your 
own rehydration solution using 2 cups warm water, 1 tablespoon sugar, and a 
pinch of salt.  Just like formula, you should warm the solution before giving to 
the baby. 
 

After the baby has been rehydrated, you can begin to feed goat milk or 
puppy milk replacement formula - do not use cow milk.  At each feeding, 
offer formula at approximately 5% to baby’s body weight (e.g. If baby weighs 
100g, offer 5mL of formula at each feeding.  This is just a guideline - you may 
need to adjust this amount based on the particular baby being fed.) 
1st feeding dilution:  1 part milk to 4 parts water 
2nd feeding dilution:  1 part milk to 3 parts water 
3rd  feeding dilution:  1 part milk to 2 parts water 
*Never make the formula stronger than the 3rd feeding solution.  Warm the 
milk to the squirrel’s body temperature (about 101º).  Test on your wrist; the 
milk should feel slightly warmer than your body temperature. 
 

Hold the baby vertically “head up” to feed.  If using a pet nurser, you will 
need to make a hole in the nipple.  BE CAREFUL!  Make a small puncture first, 
enlarging as needed.  If the milk comes out too fast, the baby may breath it 
into his lungs which can cause an infection.  If using a syringe, feed slowly to 
avoid strangling. If milk bubbles are coming out of the baby's nose - you are 
feeding too fast or the hole in the nipple is too large.  It may take several 
feedings for baby to get used to new procedures and tastes.  Do not over-
feed as it    causes diarrhea.  Check fullness of the stomach at each feeding - 
the belly should be full and round but not tight.   
 

Keep babies as clean as possible.  Clean around the mouth after every    
feeding with a damp cloth.  Clean the genital/anal areas several times per 
day.  If baby gets diarrhea, cut back on the amount fed and eliminate stress/
changes.  If diarrhea persists, put the baby back on the rehydration solution 
until the bowel movement firms up, then go back to 1st feeding  dilution, then 
work through formula changes using the rehydration solution instead of   
water.   

The information in this handout is meant to provide basic information only.   
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NEWBORN TO ONE WEEK 
Appearance: 3” to 5” long. Pink – transparent skin; no fur; eyes tightly 
closed. 
Feeding: every two hours.  Baby squirrels need to be stimulated to poo 
and pee. After feeding, gently stroke the genital area with a warm moist 
cotton ball or tissue.  It may take several minutes and you won’t always 
get results.  When babies are fully furred around 4-5 weeks of age, they 
wiggle around enough to stimulate themselves and no longer require 
your help.  NOTE:  Failure to stimulate can cause uremic poisoning and 
death.   
 
ONE TO TWO WEEKS 
Appearance: 5” to 6”. Soft hair grows around nose and mouth; eyes 
closed. 
Feeding: every three hours 
 
TWO TO THREE WEEKS 
Appearance: 5” to 7”. Soft hair begins to grow all over back; eyes closed 
Feeding: every three hours 
 
THREE TO FOUR WEEKS 
Appearance: 7” to 8”. Furry all over backside and light hair begins to 
grow on belly and legs. Lower front teeth begin to emerge.  Eyes closed 
but starting to open at corners. 
Feeding:  every three hours 
 
FOUR TO FIVE WEEKS 
Appearance: 8” to 9”.  Furry all over but cannot curl tail without         
assistance; eyes open. 
Feeding:  every four hours - baby should no longer need stimulation to 
poo and pee around five weeks 
 
FIVE TO SEVEN WEEKS 
Appearance: Furry all over.  Can curl tail a little.  Eyes are fully open. 
Feeding: every four hours 
 
SEVEN TO NINE WEEKS 
Appearance:  Looks like miniature squirrel.  Tail is fluffy.  By this age, baby 
sleeps less and becomes more active. 
Feeding:  every four hours during the day.  Begin introducing solid foods 
like Exotic Nutrition Squirrel Complete pellets or Kaytee Rodent Blocks.  
Going forward, provide fresh drinking water at all times.  Use glass,   
stainless steel, or ceramic dishes for food and water as they are chew 
proof and more sanitary than plastic.  Do not yet offer nuts, fruits, or 
treats of any kind. 
Housing:  Transfer baby from box to a secure cage with plenty of room 
to play.  Add a nest box to the cage.  Add branches with leaves,      
flowers, and buds from native bushes and trees (no ornamentals such as 
azaleas, oleanders, etc) in addition to dry oak leaves, pine straw, and 
small twigs in baby’s cage.  Baby will use this material to make a nest in 
its box.  
 
NINE TO TEN WEEKS 
Appearance: More muscular and very active. 
Feeding:  Continue feeding formula a couple of times each day in   
addition to the pelleted diet.  Introduce some healthy foods such as 
sweet potato, carrots, and green peas as well as leafy greens like     
spinach, dark lettuces, and chard. 
 
TEN TO FOURTEEN WEEKS 
Appearance:  Almost full size. 
Feeding:  Offer a small amount of formula each day until baby weans 
itself around ten weeks of age.  Continue feeding pelleted diet and 
healthy foods.  Offer shelled nuts and seeds such as acorns, pine nuts, 
sunflower seeds, pecans, hazelnuts, and walnuts.  As the baby grows, 
you can just crack the nuts rather than shelling them.  Once they master 
opening the cracked nuts, give nuts whole.  You can also introduce fruits 
such as apples, strawberries, papaya, and figs, as well as packaged 
treats made for squirrels or hamsters/gerbils.  Baby may urinate on his 
food; this marks it as his.  He may also act a little wild.  
Housing:  Place a large branch or two in the cage at an angle to     
encourage climbing.   
 
FOURTEEN TO SIXTEEN WEEKS 
Feeding:  Continue feeding previously introduced foods while also    
ensuring you offer plenty of natural foods from your area. 
Housing:  If temperatures are above 40°, start taking the baby in its cage 
outdoors for a few hours each day for a week.  After the week, leave 
baby in its cage outdoors. Suspend the cage in a tree at eye level.  
Cover the cage with a tarp to protect baby from elements.  Gradually 
decrease your interaction with baby. 
 
Baby is nearly ready for release.  Over the next couple of weeks, ensure 
baby: 
 Eats a variety of food including natural foods such as pine cones 

and acorns 
 Is able to crack nuts on their own 
 Has been outdoors for four weeks of 24 hour acclimatizing to the 

natural environment 
 Is properly shy of dogs and humans 
 Is in excellent health with good weight, good stool pellets, and a 

good coat of fur 
 Is at a suitable release site (plenty of natural foods and water and 

other squirrels but not overpopulated). 
 
SIXTEEN TO TWENTY WEEKS 
Prepare for release of baby into the wild.  Check weather forecast to 
ensure there will be several days of good weather following release.  
Open the cage door during the day.  The baby will likely return to its 
cage in the evening.  Close the door at night.  Provide baby with fresh 
water and natural foods.  Continue this process until baby no longer 
returns to its cage. 
 
AFTER RELEASE 
Leave the cage and food at the release site for 4 days and check daily.  
"Slow" babies may need to be taken back in and allowed to mature 
before a second release is attempted. 
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